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AtHome in 
the Hills

Low Down on Real Estate and More

$489,000

DANNY SIVYER
Real Estate Broker
RE/MAX DIRECT INC.
613 769 4884
dannyremax.wakefield@gmail.com 

Hobby Farm for the Handyman! 
3 bedroom bungalow in need of 
some renovations. Wood floors, 
pellet stove in basement, large 
rooms and lots of potential. 
Facing the Gatineau River and 
fronting on Riley Creek. Sitting 
on 5.6 acres with pasture. 
Numerous sheds and a huge 2 
story heated workshop. Just 2 
minutes from Wakefield Village! 
25 minutes to the city.

LILI  SEYMOUR
RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE BROKER

Work with local.

819.790.9819 |  LILISEYMOUR@GMAIL.COM |  WWW.FLASHIMMOBILIER.CA

- Free home appraisal
- Buying & sel l ing guidance
- Competit ive pricing

A� ordable housing remains 
scarce in La Pêche, but a hous-
ing cooperative in Wakefi eld has 
taken a fundraising leap with 
the ability to now o� er donation 
receipts. 

Cohabitat Wakefi eld does not 
o�  cially have charitable status, 
but has entered an agreement 
with Philanthropie Outaouais, 
which will collect donations on 
their behalf and o� er charitable 
tax receipts to donors. 

Cohabitat Wakefi eld is a 
non-profi t run by volunteers 
who want to see an a� ordable 
and environmentally sustain-
able 41-unit housing cooperative 
become a reality in Wakefi eld. 
Last year, the group secured 
2.5 acres of land behind the fi re 
station in the village, which was 
transferred by the Municipality 
of La Pêche. But they still need 
roughly $350,000 to get their pro-
ject o�  the ground, according to 
president Louise Chatelain. 

Although a lot of that money 
could come through grants, 
Cohabitat Wakefi eld will need to 
secure at least some of it through 
fundraising, Chatelain explained. 
But without charitable status 
the group has not been able to 
issue tax receipts – an important 
incentive for donations. 

That’s where Philanthropie 
Outaouais and La Pêche have 
stepped in to help. Philanthropie 
Outaouais is a foundation that col-
lects funds for non-profi t organ-
izations in the region, including 
Sentiers Wakefi eld Trails and 
Centre Wakefi eld La Pêche. It 
has entered into an agreement 
with Cohabitat Wakefi eld and the 
municipality to collect donations 
toward the housing project.  

According to Chatelain, 
every donation made to Cohabi-
tat Wakefi eld through their 
website goes directly to the 
group’s fund hosted by Phil-
anthropie Outaouais. When 
someone makes a donation of 
any amount to the fund, they 

receive an o�  cial charitable tax 
receipt issued by Philanthropie 
Outaouais. 

When Cohabitat Wakefi eld 
chooses to withdraw from its 
fund, Philanthropie Outaouais 
will transfer money to the 
municipality, which will in turn 
release it to Cohabitat Wake-
fi eld in the form of a grant. This 
last step is necessary because 
the municipality has charitable 
status, Chatelain explained, and 
can also issue receipts for tax 
purposes.

Ultimately, she said this is 
a positive step forward for her 
organization, and good timing 
too – Chatelain said Cohabitat 
Wakefi eld was recently promised 
a donation of $10,000 if they could 
o� er a tax receipt, which they’re 
now able to do. 

Cohabitat Wakefi eld has 
been working toward its goal 
of building cooperative housing 
in the village for the last nine 
years. Last January the Low 
Down interviewed Chatelain 
and fellow volunteer Francine 
Costa, who said they hoped to 
see their project completed in 
the next two years. This timeline 
now seems unrealistic, Chatelain 
explained, since the establish-
ment of a new federal entity, Can-
ada Build Homes, has replaced 
the Canada Mortgage and Hous-
ing Corporation for a� ordable 
housing programs. This change 
has e� ectively forced Cohabi-
tat Wakefi eld to reapply for the 
funding they need to get started. 

It’s a setback, Chatelain 
admitted, but she said she’s 
undeterred. 

“We have to keep the momen-
tum going. Sometimes it’s dis-
couraging but I’m very hopeful,” 
she said. “The feedback we’ve 
been getting from the commun-
ity is that this is a beautiful pro-
ject and it’s very needed here … 
it would be wonderful to have 
cooperative housing in our com-
munity, so we are just hanging in 

there,” she added. 
The need for a� ordable hous-

ing across the province is well 
documented. The Quebec Pro-
fessional Association of Real 
Estate Brokers conducted a 
study in 2025 that showed that 
while single-family home prices 
have doubled in most regions 
since 2015, household incomes 
have increased by only 15 to 25 
per cent, after taxes and adjusted 
for infl ation. And for those in 
the rental market, the CMHC 
determined that between 2019 

and 2024 national average rents 
increased by approximately 16 
per cent for one-bedroom units, 
22 per cent for two-bedroom 
units and 30 per cent for three-
plus-bedroom units.

To donate to Cohabitat Wake-
fi eld, visit their website at cohabit-
atwakefi eld.ca, or donate via 
Philanthropie Outaouais’ website 
at philanthropieoutaouais.com/
en/donate-to-a-fund by selecting 
“Donate to a fund” and choosing 
Cohabitat Wakefi eld. 
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“We have to keep the 
momentum going. 
Sometimes it’s dis-
couraging but I’m very 
hopeful. The feedback 
we’ve been getting 
from the community 
is that this is a beau-
tiful project and it’s 
very needed here. ”
– Louise Chatelain
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